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exclusively devoted to agriculture. In Jafa, Hebron, and other
parts of Palestine they are at the present time establishing agri-
cultural colonies, and the hills are beginning to assume something
like the appearance of the gardens of olden times, so vividly de-
scribed in the Songs of Zion. This beneficial movement amongst
the Palestinian Hebrews is to be ascribed chiefly to the French
Jews, the originators of the " Alliance Israelite," one of the most
useful institutions amongst our community in modern times.
The Jews of England have heartily participated in the movement,
and its spirit has radiated through the primary and industrial
schools of Jerusalem, Safet, and other places, into the whole of
the social relations of the Palestine Hebrews. Ignorance and
pauperism are fast disappearing from amongst them, and they
are acquiring modern culture and realizing the first pulsations of
active and self-supporting industry.

The modern history of British Jews dates from the year 1655.
Banished from the soil of England by the heartless edict of 1279,
the Jews had often turned a longing eye to this country, where
the laws offered a protection for the oppressed not to be found
during the sixteenth century in any other European State. Still,
the new spirit breathed into England by the Eeformation gave
little hope of the repeal of the cruel edict against the disciples
of Moses. From Oliver Cromwell, whose memory should be dear
to all lovers of religious freedom, came the first faint expression
of sympathy for the persecuted race. In 1655 he suffered it to
be made known, to a few eminent merchants of Amsterdam, that
lie entertained no personal objection to the re-admission of the
Jews into England, and that, in as far as related to himself, they
would find in him an advocate rather than an opponent. This
was enough to induce some of the Jews of the Netherlands to
depute the famous Rabbi Manasseh ben Israel to proceed to
London and to plead before the Privy Council for the revocation
of Edward L's decree of banishment. Cromwell advocated it in a
speech of remarkable power, but he failed to overcome the ran-
courous prejudices of his Council, and Manasseh returned home
after what appeared to have been a fruitless expedition. Eelying,
B however, on the personal goodwill of Cromwell, a few families from
* Amsterdam and The Hague made their way to London, and were
soon joined by other emigrants, until they found themselves in
1656 in numbers sufficient to establish a synagogue. Thfey en-
countered a fierce opposition, especially from the merchants of the
City, and, as they had no legal sanction for their settlement in
England, many petitions were presented to Parliament for their
expulsion. The death of Oliver Cromwell in 1658 deprived them
of a warm friend and sympathizer, but the conflict which arose